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Factsheet #2 
Italy 

 

From October 11 to 13, 2021 
the partners of 
Women4Integration (W-IN) 
project met in Milan for the 
first Transnational Living Lab, 
with the aim of exchange 
about their experience of work 
with migrant women in their 
countries. 
It was the first of a series of 
four meetings during which 
the project’s partners will get 
into know the neighborhoods 
where the other partners are 
active: San Siro (Milan, Italy), 
Raval (Barcelona, Spain), 
Amsterdam Oost (Amsterdam, 
Netherlands) and Rosengård 
(Malmö, Sweden). All the four 
neighbourhoods are 
considered marginal contexts 
due to the high levels of 
poverty and the high 
concentration of inhabitants 
of foreign origin. 
The first Transnational Living 
Lab was organized by 
Politecnico di Milano and the 
University of Malmö, in 
collaboration with Fondazione 
Soleterre and the Telaio delle 
Arti association. The partners 

got to know the reality of the 
San Siro neighbourhood, one 
of the largest social housing 
complexes in Milan, with 
about 50% of inhabitants of 
foreign origin, coming from 
more than 85 different 
countries. Many of these 
inhabitants are now minors, so 
San Siro is also one of the 
"youngest" areas in Milan. 
Despite its physical proximity 
to the city center, the area is 
generally perceived as a 
periphery because of its 
concentration of physical and 
social problems, which 
generate intercultural and 
intergenerational conflicts. 
San Siro is in fact one of the 
most fragile areas of the city, 
with high levels of 
unemployment, a very low 
income population and a 
widespread presence of fragile 
inhabitants such as the 
disabled and elderly, who 
often live alone. Moreover, 
the condition of buildings and 
public spaces are very poor, 
lacking of ordinary 
maintenance. 

WOMEN4INTEGRATION – FROM 
NEIGHBOURHOOD TO EUROPE 
 
The project Women4Integration 
(W-IN), cofounded by the 
European Union’s Asylum, 
Migration and Integration Fund 
(nr. 957892) wants to support the 
economic and social integration of 
vulnerable migrant women living 
in marginalized neighbourhoods 
of big European metropolis. It is 
realized in Italy, Spain, the 
Netherland and Sweden and takes 
place in four marginalized areas of 
Amsterdam (East and South-East), 
Barcelona (Raval), Malmö 
(Rosengård) and Milan (San Siro).  
All these neighbourhoods are 
characterized by a high 
concentration of migrant 
population and a high presence of 
foreign women, particularly 
vulnerable due to low levels of 
schooling and precarious socio-
economic conditions. However, 
they are also neighbourhoods in 
which there is a strong presence 
of active local networks, made up 
of informal groups and 
associations that work daily to 
promote social cohesion 
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Comparing four European neighbourhoods 
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At the same time, in San Siro 
there is also a vibrant network 
of organizations and 
associations that work closely 
together to support 
inhabitants and improve living 
conditions in the 
neighborhood. Considering 
this context, the first 
Transnational Living Lab took 
place in Milan and focused on 
the territorial dimension of 
inclusion. Using the case of 
San Siro and its many 
stakeholders as examples and 
interlocutors, we have 
reflected together on how the 
neighborhood can be a 
resource for the inclusion of 
migrant women and girls in the 
community and in the labor 
market. We had several 
immersive and interactive 
activities designed to activate 
a discussion on our own 

experience of territorial work. 
During the first day all the 
project’s partners presented 
their neighborhood, using a 
large map and some photos of 
their neighbourhoods and 
working spaces. They spoke 
about physical and social 
characteristics, quality of 
public spaces and services, but 
also about public 
representation, local 
resources and main problems 
of their areas.  
This activity help us to focus on 
our daily working 
environment, bringing out the 
similarities and differences 
between the four contexts of 
action. 
Then, we had the opportunity 
to visit to some significant 
places and meet several local 
stakeholders such as the 
primary school and the 

association that teaches Italian 
language to the forein 
mothers; the headquarters of 
non profit organisations 
providing services to 
inhabitants, and even the 
homes of some inhabitants. 
We also visited the social 
inclusion project "InOltre", a 
multi-service hub supporting 
migrant population in 
Baranzate, a small town near 
Milan. Within this community 
hub some interesting tools and 
projects to support women 
have been started, including a 
tailoring studio to promote 
labour market access for 
migrant women. 
We also started a process of 
co-designing of a common 
framework for reflection and 
action, that will be turn into a 
methodological toolkit at the 
end of the project. 

 

WOMEN4INTEGRATION: THE PROJECT IN ITALY 
In Italy, the WIN project is realized in the San Siro district, one of the largest public housing 
neighbourhoods in Milan. Located in the western sector of the city, its 6,000 dwellings house almost 
11,000 inhabitants. It is a neighbourhood of complex intercultural coexistence between Italians and 
foreigners, with a percentage of residents of foreign origin around 45% (18,4% in the city of Milan) of 85 
different nationalities, nearly 50% of them are women. The project is coordinated by Soleterre 
(www.workisprogress.org) in collaboration with the Municipality of Milan, Politecnico di Milano, Il Telaio 
delle Arti and Piano C. 
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