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Factsheet #6 
Italy 

Marwa is from Asyût in 
southern Egypt. She is 40 
years old and has a family 
with 2 children aged 8 and 6. 
Marwa arrives in Italy in 
2013 to be reunited with her 
husband. She leaves behind 
her large family of origin 
and her job in 
administration and 
business that she started 
following her degree in 
economics and commerce. 
In Milan's San Siro 
neighborhood, where she 
lives, Marwa has no 
significant relationships 
other than her husband and 
must rely on him for every 
need. Shortly after her 
arrival she becomes 
pregnant with her first 
child, and then her second. 
Being a mother leaves her 
little time to learn and 
improve her Italian and to 
get to know her new living 
environment. But the 
children grow up quickly, 
and when they both begin 
attending school Marwa 
finally has more time to 
herself. In 2021, she comes 

in touch with the 
Women4Integration project. 
Initially, she is interested in 
socializing activities. She 
has spent most of her years 
in Italy within the domestic 
walls and wants to get out 
of isolation, meet other 
women and spend time with 
them to get to know each 
other and to share their 
experiences.  
Besides, unity is strength! It 
is easier, in the company of 
other women, to gather the 
courage to visit unfamiliar 
places in the neighborhood, 
or even venture outside its 
borders exploring the 
services and opportunities 
that the city offers. 
Attending a concert for the 
first time since arriving in 
Italy, accompanying the 
children to a sports event, 
visiting the services 
available in the 
neighbourhood and around 
town and learning how to 
ask for information, give her 
new awareness, strength 
and renewed enthusiasm. 
Until then, Marwa has never 

WOMEN4INTEGRATION – 
FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD TO 
EUROPE 
 
The project 
Women4Integration (W-IN), 
cofounded by the European 
Union’s Asylum, Migration and 
Integration Fund (nr. 957892) 
wants to support the economic 
and social integration of 
vulnerable migrant women 
living in marginalized 
neighbourhoods of big 
European metropolis. It is 
realized in Italy, Spain, the 
Netherland and Sweden and 
takes place in four 
marginalized areas of 
Amsterdam (East and South-
East), Barcelona (Raval), 
Malmö (Rosengård) and Milan 
(San Siro).  
All these neighbourhoods are 
characterized by a high 
concentration of migrant 
population and a high presence 
of foreign women, particularly 
vulnerable due to low levels of 
schooling and precarious 
socio-economic conditions. 
However, they are also 
neighbourhoods in which there 
is a strong presence of active 
local networks, made up of 
informal groups and 
associations that work daily to 
promote social cohesion. 
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tried to look for a job in Italy, 
but the example of other 
women and the support 
provided by the project 
enable her to start 
reflecting on her life and 
her new expectations. 
Marwa comes to the 
determination that she 
wants to work, on the one 
hand to contribute to the 
family budget, on the other 
to have more personal 
autonomy. Initially her 
husband does not support 
her, but a meeting with the 
project operators and a visit 
to the place where Marwa 
meets the other women, 
which is also the same 
place where her children go 
after-school to be helped 
with their homeworks, 
make him slowly overcome 
his resistances and support 
his wife. Marwa thus begins 
a path of accompaniment to 

work that includes 
orientation meetings on 
active job search, 
knowledge of the labor 
market, workers' rights and 
duties, application to job 
offers, CV, job  interviews, 
and a vocational training 
course for canteen 
attendant, a job that allows 
her to perfectly balance 
work and family.  
 
Through these trainings 
Marwa not only increases 
her knowledge and 
technical skills, but also 
improves her knowledge of 
the Italian language.  
Having completed the 
trainings, the last step with 
the staff of "Work 4 
Integration" is to identify 
companies in Milan that 
deal with school catering, in 
order to proceed with a 
series of targeted job 

applications. The results 
come in after only a few 
weeks! In September 2022, 
Marwa gets a job as a 
school canteen operator in 
Milan schools on a one-year 
fixed-term contract. She 
likes the job because it 
combines her love for 
children with the love for 
cooking, but most 
importantly, it fits well with 
her family commitments.  
 
Talking about social and 
labor inclusion means also 
that: giving women  the 
tools to be more confident, 
learn about services in the 
territory and support them 
in building a useful network 
to have the conditions to 
find and keep a job.  
 
 
 
 

 

WOMEN4INTEGRATION: THE PROJECT IN ITALY 
In Italy, the WIN project is realized in the San Siro district, one of the largest public housing 
neighbourhoods in Milan. Located in the western sector of the city, its 6,000 dwellings house 
almost 11,000 inhabitants. It is a neighbourhood of complex intercultural coexistence between 
Italians and foreigners, with a percentage of residents of foreign origin around 45% (18,4% in 
the city of Milan) of 85 different nationalities, nearly 50% of them are women. The project is 
coordinated by Soleterre (www.workisprogress.org) in collaboration with the Municipality of 
Milan, Politecnico di Milano, Il Telaio delle Arti and Piano C. 
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